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anyway. But the American people are
learning important lessons about the
President’s enablers at the three most
important branches of the Republican
Party: at the White House, in the Con-
gress, and at FOX News.

We know the President doesn’t lose
sleep wrestling with the moral implica-
tions of his behavior, but all of us had
higher hopes for the professionals
around the President—expectations
which were apparently too high, in-
deed.

One thing is sure: this country owes
a great debt to Senator JOHN MCCAIN,
and our thoughts and prayers are with
him, even if the President’s thoughts
are somewhere else.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

————
IRAN HOSTAGES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
last week all Americans were relieved
when three of our own citizens were re-
leased and returned home from North
Korea. We are happy for them, for their
families, and we rejoice in their reuni-
fication.

However, Mr. Speaker, this success
only serves as a reminder that we have
American citizens and legal permanent
residents being unjustly detained else-
where around the world, particularly in
Iran. We know that the Iranian regime
has played this game of detaining citi-
zens from the U.S. and Western nations
in an effort to get political and finan-
cial concessions from us. They hold
these folks hostages, use them as bar-
gaining chips, destroying lives and
families in the process.

Last year, my south Florida col-
league and ranking member on our sub-
committee, the Middle East and North
Africa Subcommittee, TED DEUTCH, and
I held a hearing titled: ‘‘Held for Ran-
som: The Families of Iran’s Hostages
Speak Out.” We heard from Doug
Levinson, the son of Bob Levinson, who
has been missing in Iran since 2007—11
years. Bob is the longest held civilian
hostage in America’s history. He is
also a constituent of TED’s, and I know
that Congressman DEUTCH has worked
tirelessly over the years to do what-
ever he can to bring Bob home and to
reunite him with his family.

We also heard from other individ-
uals—Babak Namazi, whose father and
brother have been unjustly detained by
the Iranian regime. I have met with
Babak many times, and my heart just
breaks each one of those times, espe-
cially when we hear of Americans being
freed from North Korea while Baquer
and Siamak, his father and brother,
linger in Iran’s prison.

And our subcommittee also heard
from Omar Zakka, son of Nizar Zakka,
a U.S. legal permanent resident and
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hostage of the Iranian regime. Nizar
has gone on hunger strikes about a
dozen times since first being detained
in 2015.

I am sure, Mr. Speaker, that the Ira-
nian regime used the news of the freed
Americans from North Korea as a
means to torture their hostages. The
mental, physical, and psychological
abuse that these individuals must be
undergoing is beyond comprehension.

The White House has said that this is
a priority: to release all unjustly de-
tained persons in Iran—not just Amer-
ican citizens and U.S. legal permanent
residents, but all foreigners who are
unjustly detained.

President Trump spoke about how
this would not happen if he were Presi-
dent, so it is time for President Trump
to make that a reality. He can start by
urging our European friends, some of
whom have citizens detained in Iran as
well, to make this more of a priority
for them as well and to condition any
further talk on the release of all pris-
oners. We have to increase the pressure
using all levers that we have, and we
have to bring these brave individuals
home.

I was pleased to see President Trump
announce his intent to appoint a spe-
cial Presidential Envoy for Hostage Af-
fairs earlier this week. This is a posi-
tive first step, Mr. Speaker. It signals
an intent to make a more concerted ef-
fort to bring these Americans home.

For the sake of Nizar and his family,
for the sake of Baquer and Siamak and
their families, for the sake of Bob
Levinson and his family, and for the
sake of Princeton graduate student
Xiyue Wang and his family, and for all
the Americans and other foreigners
being held in Iran, we need to make
this a priority. We need to secure their
immediate release.

———

SUPPORT FOOD SECURITY FOR
AMERICANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to discuss the situation we are cur-
rently facing regarding the House
version of the farm bill.

The House farm bill, traditionally,
for over 40 years, is one of the most bi-
partisan things that we do here in Con-
gress, Democrats working with Repub-
licans throughout the various regions
of America. This is the third farm bill
that I have had the opportunity to par-
ticipate in, working together.

So where are we today? We are ex-
actly where we should not be. We are
facing a vote this week on a partisan
farm bill that is both, in my view, bad
policy and divides us even further as a
country. This bill does not promote or
demonstrate the successful programs, I
think, necessary to strengthen our
trade in the agricultural sectors across
the country.

America trades throughout the
world, and our agricultural economy is
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dependent, in large degree, on our abil-
ity to produce more food than we can
consume; and, therefore, trade becomes
very important.

American agriculture needs a farm
bill that supports and promotes not
only trade, but, now perhaps more than
ever with looming escalation of a trade
war sparked by the administration’s ef-
forts with steel and aluminum, we see
tariffs taking place on a host of prod-
ucts grown in the Midwest—sorghum,
corn, and wheat—and in California po-
tential increases in beef and pistachios
and almonds. So that doesn’t fare well.

This version of the farm bill also does
not adequately support the dairy safe-
ty net. Of course, our dairy economy is
big throughout the Midwest and in
California, actually, the largest dairy
State in the Nation. Nor does it do
enough for our specialty crop farmers
who grow the fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles that are a part of a healthy diet.
California grows half of the Nation’s
fruits and vegetables.

This bill also proposes to make
changes to the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, otherwise known
as SNAP, which will likely devastate
parts of the food program that are
working well. This, after all, is Amer-
ica’s safety net, and we have a lot of
not only children and elderly, but peo-
ple who are disabled who depend and
rely on these important food nutrition
programs.

We do all believe that able-bodied
people should be working, and all of us
have the same goal in ensuring that
those able-bodied people are self-suffi-
cient. If we want people to become self-
reliant, let’s give them a SNAP pro-
gram that does just that.

We have 10 pilot projects in 10 dif-
ferent States that are working, and
they are to report back next year on
what best works to get able-bodied peo-
ple working and what doesn’t work.
But this proposal in this House version
is doomed to failure, and the House
CBO has scored it accordingly. Instead,
it will likely cause our SNAP edu-
cation to create training programs
that will collapse, costing billions of
dollars, creating a new Federal bu-
reaucracy that was never given a
chance to succeed.

We should not be in this position, Mr.
Speaker.

Where should we be? We should be
working together, as we have with pre-
vious farm bills, Democrats and Repub-
licans, deliberate, negotiating, and,
yes, even disagreeing over ideas and ap-
proaches, but coming together with im-
portant compromises.

The farm bill is America’s food bill.
It is also a national security item. Peo-
ple don’t think about it that way, but
the ability to produce all for America’s
dinner table every night the most
healthy, nutritious food in the world is
a national security issue, I believe.

Therefore, we must support our food
security and safety for our fellow
Americans. Our Nation’s food policy
must feed Americans and ensure our
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